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Reviews 


Britannica Junior: The Boys’ and 
Girls’ Encyclopaedia. Prepared under 
the supervision of the editors of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 15v. Chi- 
cago, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 
[c1934, 1937-38, 1940-52]. illus. ports. 
maps. diagrs. 26cm. sturdite (library 
binding) list price $109.90; to schools 
and libraries $86.14 cash; $87.90 on 
time payments; discounts for multi- 
ple purchases (2 or more sets). bri- 
tannotex $98.61 cash; $104.90 on time 
payments. royaltex $117.41 cash; 
$124.90 on time payments. 


The most recent Subscription Books 
Bulletin review of Britannica Junior 
appeared in the April 1948 issue. Pre- 
vious printings were evaluated in Janu- 
ary 1935, July 1939, and October 1943 
numbers. For this review the 1952 and 
1948 printings were compared. 

Promotional material states that Bri- 
tannica Junior is designed specifically 
and exclusively for children at the 
elementary-school level (grades four 
through eight); that every effort is 
made to keep the material within their 


comprehension and needs. With Walter 
Yust as editor-in-chief, the set is pre- 
pared under the supervision of the edi- 
tors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. Pref- 
atory lists identify: nine representatives 
of the University of Chicago Depart- 
ment of Education and Graduate Li- 
brary School who act as an advisory 
committee; seventeen Editorial Con- 
sultants; eight Text Simplifiers; and 
406 Contributing Editors and Writers, 
indicating the nature of their respon- 
sibility for specific articles. The con- 
tributors include many well-known au- 
thors and specialists, for example: John 
Edgar Hoover, Emily Post, and Vil- 
hjalmur Stefansson. Articles in the set 
are not signed. 

Of the fifteen separately paged vol- 
umes, the first is the Ready Reference 
Index while the last includes, in addi- 
tion to the letters W-Z, the Atlas and 
its Index of Cities and Towns of the 
World. There are no split-ietter vol- 
umes. 

The more than 3700 text articles, ar- 
ranged letter by letter, employ a vocab- 
ulary which is, on the whole, within 
the comprehension of elementary-school 
children. There is, however, no evidence 
of writing down. The style is simple, 
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with short and direct sentences that 
sustain interest. Where long narrative 
sections occur, they are broken by sub- 
headings and subdivisions. Unfortunate- 
ly, some stories that have the romantic 
touch (e.g., “Daniel Boone Protects 
His Own” and “A Race with Death in 
Pompeii”), the work of contributors to 
the encyclopedia and averaging about 
three pages in length, are still included 
in the set. The majority of these, how- 
ever, accompany related factual ma- 
terial. 

Neither study guides nor bibliogra- 
phies accompany articles. Twenty pa- 
per-bound booklets, prepared by edu- 
cators’ and presenting objectives of 
school units and extracurricular activi- 
ties in outline form, are available at no 
additional charge: to institutional pur- 
chasers of Britannica Junior. These 
guides, however, carry various copy- 
rights from 1947 to 1951, and though 
eighteen include some form of bibliog- 
raphy, items are undated in five and in 
seven there are no dated items later 
than 1945. The latest in Unit 12 on Cen- 
tral and South America was published 
in 1942, 

Pronunciation of subject headings is 
adequately indicated throughout the 
work, the key being given at the be- 
ginning of each volume. There are rela- 
tively few cross references in the main 
body of the encyclopedia though some 
see references are used in the text of 
articles to direct the reader from gen- 
eral to specific headings, e.g., from 
Transportation to Automobile, Avia- 
tion, Railroad, and Ship. 

As is pointed out in the Preface, only 


by first referring to the Ready Refer- 
ence Index can the reader most profit- 
ably use volumes 2 to 15. With pro- 
nunciation indicated and the key ap- 
pearing at the bottom of each page, the 
approximately 22,700 main entries in 
the index present more than 50,000 
references of three principal types. In- 
cluded are: fact-entries, complete in 
themselves, devoted to persons, places, 
events, and things which do not appear 
elsewhere in the set (e.g., Homage, 
Homeopathy, and Hood, Thomas); en- 
tries pertaining to material found in 
the main body of the work (e.g., under 
Adobe are given pronunciation, a short 
definition of the term, and references 
by volume, page, and column a or b to 
the main entry and to related subordi- 
nate or secondary material in the text 
such as the article Dwelling and an 
illustration); see references leading 
from obscure or abbreviated forms to 
the more popular or spelled-out form 
under which information is entered in 
the index. 

The Ready Reference Index is re- 
markably legible. The large type used 
for subject headings makes them stand 
out well and the use of boldface type 
for volume and page references to main 
articles on subjects under considera- 
tion and lightface to indicate informa- 
tion found in related articles is particu- 
larly helpful. The usual difficulties 
elementary-school children encounter 
when attempting to use an index should, 
to some degree, be alleviated by the 
detailed and pictorial instructions for 
use of this one at the beginning of vol- 
ume 1. However, the child who attempts 
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to use the Ready Reference Index for 
the first time without adult assistance 
will, in all likelihood, encounter some 
difficulty and the reference to page divi- 
sions a and b may prove a burden rath- 
er than a help to him. Moreover, there 
are included among the fact-entries 
a number of titles of books far removed 
from the knowledge and interests of 
children, e.g.: Thus Spake Zarathustra, 
by Nietzsche; Tristram Shandy, by Lau- 
rence Sterne; Salammbo, by Flaubert; 
and Principles of Psychology, by Wil- 
liam James. 

Summarizing changes in Britannica 
Junior since 1947, the publishers list 
43 new articles which have been intro- 
duced and 16 that have been dropped. 
They also state that 264 articles have 
been rewritten and 245 new pictures 
and 154 new drawings added. In gen- 
eral, new material, requiring addition- 
al pages of text, has been accommo- 
dated by omitting page numbers from 
full-page illustrations. Some _ supple- 
mentary pages (A,B,C,D) have also 
been inserted. 

Of the new articles, eighteen are bio- 
graphical (e.g.: Gehrig, Henry Louis; 
Juliana; Rockne, Knute K.), sixteen 
geographical (e.g.: Aachen, Germany; 
Sierra Leone; and four on cities in the 
United States), and nine are on such 
seneral subjects as Museum, Snap- 
dragon, Softball, and Treaty. The new 
articles Indonesia, Lebanon, and Israel, 
State of are important additions, as is 
Air Force, United States which includes 
a history of the air force, ranks of its 
personnel, and its organization within 
the Department of Defense. Examples 
of expanded articles are Africa (com- 
pletely rewritten and expanded from 
eight to fifteen pages with emphasis on 
education, mode of life, climate, etc.), 
Antarctic Region which has been ex- 
tended by four pages to include recent 


exploration and discoveries, and Cow- 
boy, partially rewritten and enlarged to 
include “Cowboys in Other Countries.” 

Again, as was noted in the April 1948 
review, there is no general article on 
science and no references under that 
heading in the index to articles on in- 
dividual sciences. Specific scientific and 
technological subjects have, however, 
received careful attention in the text. 
To illustrate, the article Bomb has been 
revised to show recent developments, 
including plans to develop the hydro- 
gen bomb. Atom presents information 
in a conversational and easy style, the 
approach being historical, ie. from 
the Greek’s original conception of an 
atom to our contemporary understand- 
ing of it. Various theories and applica- 
tions of atomic energy are discussed 
with technical terms in italics, ade- 
quately explained and illustrated. Avia- 
tion has been brought up to date and 
includes an additional paragraph on 
the “Berlin Air Lift.” However, al- 
though boys of elementary-school age 
have a definite interest in jet airplanes, 
the subject is not adequately covered 
here, nor in the article Airplane. There 
is no article on jet propulsion; aspects 
of the subject are briefly treated under 
Airplane, Internal-Combustion Engine, 
and Rocket. 

In the articles on states of the Unit- 
ed States revision ranges from spot 
changes, such as in population figures 
(e.g., Delaware), to partial or complete 
rewriting and rearrangement as in the 
cases of New Hampshire and Alabama. 
In general, the significant revisions tend 
to give less emphasis to the past and 
more to current issues and the present 
form of government. Information on 
form of government has also been add- 
ed to many articles about cities in the 
United States, for example, New Or- 
leans and Pittsburgh. 
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Population figures in city and state 
articles, in most cases undated, have 
been revised in accordance with the 
1950 Census. Many, however, are based 
on preliminary estimates rather than 
final figures and there is no indication 
as to which source has been used. (In 
this connection, the publishers report 
that they expect to include complete 
final figures by the time the 1953 print- 
ing is issued.) The population figures 
for foreign places have also been re- 
vised in some cases (e.g., France and 
French cities), but here again, as a 
rule, neither date nor source is shown. 

There has been some revision and 
expansion in the field of history; a 
chart on the chronology of modern his- 
tory has been brought up to date as of 
1951. However, the Korean War is not 
mentioned in the article United Na- 
tions which includes no events later 
than 1946, nor in China which includes 
events in late 1949. There is no men- 
tion of it in the historical section of 
the article United States; the most re- 
cent events included here took place at 
the close of World War II. Moreover, in 
the index there is no reference under 
United States to material on the Ko- 
rean War, despite the fact that United 
States participation is mentioned in the 
articles Korea and MacArthur, both of 
which include information as of 1951. 
The locator and product maps accom- 
panying the article Japan still embrace 
Korea and Formosa. Relatively few 
changes have been made in articles on 
European countries. For example, the 
information under France and Ger- 
many does not cover events or political 
and economic conditions after 1947. 

Many biographies have been revised. 
The deaths of Edna St. Vincent Millay 
and Jan Christiaan Smuts in 1950 are 
indicated; the article on Eduard Benes 
has been rewritten in the light of his 


death in 1948; and that on Benjamin 
Franklin has been rewritten and ex- 
panded with an approach that should 
have more appeal to children. There 
are, however, some examples of incon- 
sistent attention to necrology. While 
the index entries on William Lyon 
Mackenzie King and Sinclair Lewis 
show death dates in 1950 and 1951 re- 
spectively, the biographical articles in 
the text do not. 

American Literature, a generally 
well-written article, is in need of re- 
vision. Over eleven pages long and en- 
livened by colorful decorative sketches 
(e.g., Tom Sawyer, Penrod, Little Wom- 
en), it discusses the development in 
America of forms of literary expression 
such as the novel, poem, and drama. Its 
attention to developments and specific 
works after 1940 is, however, inade- 
quate. 

The Atlas in volume 15 consists of 
seventy-two physical and political maps, 
showing current postwar boundaries 
and place names. The number is nine 
less than in the 1947 printing, a series 
of very small vegetation maps having 
been deleted. The Atlas proper is fol- 
lowed by an Index of Cities and Towns 
of the World. This section gives popu- 
lations “based on the latest reports,” 
but the print in it is very small. As a 
whole, the Atlas is satisfactory although 
state maps might be more useful for 
children than the regional ones that 
are presented. 

Small state maps are included, how- 
ever, among the product, locator, and 
small physical maps which accompany - 
text articles. Some of the European 
maps of this kind in the main body of 
the set (e.g., those accompanying the 
articles Czechoslovakia, Italy, and Po- 
land) have not been revised and still 
show the 1938 frontiers. 

Numerous colored plates are among 
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the nearly four hundred new pictures 
and drawings. Some are outstanding, 
those showing flowers, birds, and ani- 
mals in natural color being examples 
of excellent photography and fine re- 
production. On the other hand, the use 
of colored backgrounds Jor some of 
the photographs adds little to the at- 
tractiveness of the illustrations and, in 
some cases, impairs their clarity. 

In the 1952 printing the name Britan- 
nica Junior appears on the spine of 
each volume with the guide letters 
above and volume number below, rath- 
er than spelled owt across the top of the 
fifteen volumes as in the 1947 set. With 
this improvement, the printing under 
review has much the same excellent 
format as that of 1947. The binding is 
sturdy and attractive; the paper is 
opaque; the type face is ten-point with 
subject and topic headings in boldface. 
Legibility, the result of large type and 
generous leading, is an outstanding fea- 
ture of the set. 

In general, the 1952 printing of Bri- 
tannica Junior presents, in excellent 
format, material of interest to children. 
The information it contains is on the 
whole accurate and reasonably up to 
date, aptly styled, and well illustrated. 
It is recommended as a reference set 
within the comprehension of children 
at the elementary-school level (grades 
four through eight) for use in homes 
and in public and school libraries. Li- 
braries having 1947 or earlier print- 
ings will find the 1952 set a desirable 
replacement. 


Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia and 


Fact-Index . . . 15v. Chicago, F. E. 
Compton & Co. [c1922-52]. illus. ports. 
maps. diagrs. 26cm. dura-cloth 
$104.50 cash; $109.50 on time pay- 
ments. fabrikoid $109.50 cash; $114.50 
on time payments. Discounts for mul- 


tiple purchases (5 or more sets); 
trade-in allowances. 


Previous reviews of Compton’s Pic- 
tured Encyclopedia appeared in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for Octo- 
ber 1932, January 1935, July 1939, and 
October 1943 and 1947. The set is con- 
tinuously revised, each printing incor- 
porating many changes. For purposes 
of this review the 1947 printing, the 
last reviewed in the Bulletin, has been 
compared with that of 1952. 

Although articles in the set are not 
signed, the prefatory list of Editors and 
Contributors in volume 1 indicates that 
they are the work of well-known au- 
thorities in their respective fields, for 
example: Willard W. Beatty, American 
Indians; Stephen V. Benét, poetry; and 
J. H. Breasted, archeology. It is the 
publishers’ policy to include in this list 
the names of deceased contributors 
when their articles on basic subjects 
have been retained in the set, though 
examined and revised as developments 
necessitate. Guy Stanton Ford remains 
as editor-in-chief. 

Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia is 
general in scope. The style of writing 
is direct, clear, concise, and interesting. 
Primarily, the set is designed for use 
at ages ranging from the elementary 
grades through high school, but there 
is much material in it of interest at the 
adult level. The interests of children 
are reflected in elementary materials 
in the natural sciences and in articles 
such as Communication and Zoo. The 
demands of the school curriculum are 
apparent in the choice of biographies, 
information about states and countries, 
geography, and history. 

The pattern of the 1952 set is the 
same as in previous printings. Entries 
are arranged letter by letter, all those 
beginning with the same letter being 
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found in the same volume. Pronuncia- 
tion is indicated for words that present 
special difficulties. Longer articles, such 
as Architecture and Communication, 
are followed by a “Reference Outline 
for Organized Study” and a “Bibliog- 
raphy,” the former referring to related 
material by volume and page and the 
latter classified for “younger readers” 
and “advanced students and teachers.” 

Articles, presented under broad sub- 
ject headings, are fairly long and com- 
prehensive and are supplemented by 
extensive pictorial information. Minor 
subjects are treated as aspects of the 
larger inclusive subject (e.g., osmosis is 
presented in the article Plant Life). 
There are few “definition” articles in 
the main text and no see references ap- 
pear as main entries. Within the text of 
articles both see and see also references 
are used to direct the reader to related 
articles. 

Consequently, as the editors point out 
in each volume, the Fact-Index at the 
end of each volume should be consulted 
first in any search for information. 
With entries arranged letter by letter 
and referring by volume and page to 
material throughout the set, it is de- 
signed to bring out all the information, 
including pictures, devoted to a given 
subject in related and unrelated arti- 
cles. The Fact-Index also presents use- 
ful lists, charts, and tables; e.g., adja- 
cent to its entries Aviation and Awards 
in Literature there are lists of terms 
commonly used in aeronautics and of 
world airplane records, and of winners 
of the Newbery, Caldecott, and Cana- 
dian Book of the Year awards. It 
includes numerous fact-entries, averag- 
ing six or seven lines, about people 
(e.g., ten Thompsons and three Mayos), 
places (Arcadia, California and Arcole, 
Italy), and other subjects (e.g., “defini- 
tion” articles such as Tabby, Taber- 


nacle, Tachina, Tachometer, and Ta}: 
feta) not treated under specific head- 
ings in the text. 

Some of the text material to which 
the Fact-Index directs the reader adds 
little information. For example, under 
Mayo County there is a reference to 
the article Boycott where Charles C. 
Boycott is incidentally identified as an 
agent of Mayo County; the entry Mayo 
Clinic includes a reference to a four- 
line general comment in the article 
Minnesota. 

In a statistical summary of revisions 
accomplished in printings of Compton’s 
from 1948 to 1952, the publishers state: 
“During this period the encyclopedia 
has been expanded by 1048 pages. 668 
articles have been added or completely 
rewritten. Many: of the rewritten arti- 
cles have been expanded. There has 
been a net gain in illustrations of 
2852.” Concerning the Fact-Index, they 
point out that there are 846 more main 
index entries and 1187 more fact-en- 
tries than in the 1947 printing. 

Revision of population statistics was 
a special project for the 1952 set. In all 
of the items checked the second 1952 
printing presents figures from the 1950 
Census for places in the United States; 
for most foreign places it presents exact 
figures, based upon postwar data, in- 
stead of round numbers as in previous 
printings. These appear on the reverse 
of political maps, in articles, and as 
fact-entries in the index. Those in text 
articles are dated and identified as 
census or estimate. New articles have 
been added in the text for places which 
have had notable growth in population 
or importance since 1940, e.g.: La Paz, 
Bolivia; Austin, Texas; Flint, Michigan. 

New articles, reflecting postwar de- 
velopments, have been added, for ex- 
ample: Pakistan; Israel; and Indone- 
sia, Republic of. Others, such as Ger- 
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many, have been completely rewritten 
and expanded or, as in the case of Rus- 
sia, significantly revised, and include 
information as of 1951 and 1952, new 
illustrations, and bibliographic entries 
as recent as 1951. The article United 
Nations has been rewritten and ex- 
panded. Coverage of the Korean crisis 
in this article and in the revised arti- 
cles Korea and China includes 1952 
material. 

There are new biographical entries, 
among them the articles on Leif Eric- 
son, Bernard M. Baruch, Ralph Bunche, 
Henry W. Beecher, Martha Berry, Niels 
Bohr, Carol Brink, Lord Baltimore, and 
Billy Mitchell. Rewritten biographies 
include: Boone, Daniel completely new 
with excellent illustrations by James 
Daugherty; Pasteur, Louis expanded 
and presented directly and factually 
rather than in the previous “dramatic 
story” style: and Burr, Aaron in a 
much more complimentary tone than 
in the 1947 version. 

The nature and extent of text re- 
vision in other fields is indicated by 
such articles as Communication which, 
since the 1947 printing, has been re- 
written and expanded from three and 
one-half pages with six illustrations to 
eight and one-half pages with twenty- 
eight illustrations and now includes 
much new material and a revised bib- 
liography presenting 1951 publications. 
Every phase of the history of communi- 
cations, including the modern problems 
of propaganda, censorship, etc., is inter- 
estingly presented. Subject interest and 
reading level are so coordinated in 
this article, as in many others that have 
been rewritten, that children in the 
lower elementary grades and high- 
school students can successfully use the 
sections of particular interest to them. 

Among other articles, equally inter- 
esting, well illustrated, and completely 


rewritten and expanded or extensively 
revised since 1947, are Airplane, Auto- 
mobile, Aviation, and Telephone. That 
on automobiles includes, twelve pic- 
tures of early cars which will satisfy 
a frequent request from boys, as will 
the pictures and information on jets 
and model planes, accompanying the 
articles Jet Propulsion and Airplane. 
The articles Colorado River and Co- 
lumbia River are much longer than in 
the 1947 set; the first includes recent 
developments such as Davis and More- 
los Dams, completed in 1949 and 1950 
respectively; the second has a new re- 
lief map, picture, and information as 
of 1951. 

As indicated by the foregoing exam- 
ples, the inclusion of very recent infor- 
mation is characteristic of the encyclo- 
pedia as a whole. This is especially true 
of the fact-entries in the index where 
revisions have occasionally been made 
beyond those in the text. The death in 
1952 of George VI of England, for ex- 
ample, is shown after his name in the 
Fact-Index and there is an entry Eliza- 
beth II “(born 1926), queen of England, 
succeeded father George VI February 
6, 1952.” In the text, however, the arti- 
cle on George VI does not indicate 
his death, but one of the index refer- 
ences under Elizabeth II leads to a pic- 
ture of her with President Truman in 
November 1951 and the caption here 
mentions the fact that the princess be- 
came queen in February 1952. Another 
instance occurs in the article on Florida 
where Florida Southern College is re- 
ferred to as “Southern College.” Its 
index entry is under its present name, 
Florida Southern College. 

A section entitled Its People, Land 
and Government has been added to 
all articles on states of the United 
States. Usually about four pages long, 
these. sections are appropriately sub- 
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divided and provide in a convenient 
and usable form information that is 
often requested by students. However, 
as might be expected in such sum- 
maries, there are some omissions. 
The list of Oregon State Parks omits 
Bradley, Lava River Caves, and Soda- 
ville Springs. Although, according to 
the article on Seattle, the only locks 
larger than those in the Lake Wash- 
ington Canal are at Sault-Sainte Marie, 
in the Welland Ship Canal, and in the 
Panama Canal, the only mention of 
them in the Washington article occurs 
in the legend under a picture. 
Confusing data about Lake Wash- 
ington Bridge is presented. Under Seat- 
tle in the list of Washington’s Places 
of Interest it is said to be about six 
miles long; under a picture in the arti- 
cle on Seattle, to have a floating sec- 
tion 6561 feet long; in a table on bridges 
in the Fact-Index, to have a total length 
of 8644 feet and a main span of 200 
feet. According to the Federal Writers 


Project, Washington, the bridge is the 
largest pontoon bridge of its type in 
the world (a fact not indicated in state- 
ments noted in Compton’s); and the 
length of the entire project (i.e., of 


bridge, highway, and tunnel) is six 
and one-half miles. 

Much valuable material is presented 
in unrevised or only slightly changed 
articles. Among older biographical en- 
tries, those on the “Hostesses of the 
White House,” accompanying the arti- 
cle White House, are interesting and 
useful though the suitability for chil- 
dren’s purposes of such terms as “chate- 
laines” and “levees” in that on Dolly 
Madison may be questioned. The article 
National Parks presents the same ex- 
cellent color photographs as in the 1947 
set and the desirable feature of com- 
bining in one article both national 
parks and monuments. There is also ex- 


cellent material in the article Fire- 
arms. 

Illustrations, as the title of the en- 
cyclopedia indicates, are an integral 
part of the work. They are extensive, 
generally up to date, of great variety, 
and of high quality. Especially note- 
worthy are the fine color plates accom- 
panying such articles as Birds, Flowers, 
and Fruits. Many attractive and legible 
new maps by C. S. Harnmond, both in 
color and in black and white, have been 
added or replace older ones. Postwar 
boundaries are indicated. Maps of the 
states of the United States have been 
improved and are more legible although 
even very small communities appear on 
them. 

The format of the 1952 printing is 
excellent. The binding is attractive and 
sturdy; the text clearly printed on a 
natural-finish paper of good quality; 
and the illustrations well reproduced 
on a special offset stock. 

The 1952 printing of Compton’s Pic- 
tured Encyclopedia shows extensive re- 
vision since 1947 and broad coverage of 
very recent information. Generally 
speaking, it attains the purpose stated 
on its title page, ie., “. . . to provide 

. accurate information told in an in- 
teresting style. .. .” It is recommended 
for home use and public and school li- 
braries as an encyclopedia for children 
and young people through high-school 
age. Adults also will often find the set 
useful. Libraries having 1947 or earlier 
printings will want to replace them 
with this one. 


The New Century Dictionary of the 
English Language. Based on matter 
selected from the original Century 
Dictionary and entirely rewritten, 
with the addition of a great amount 
of new material, and containing the 
great mass of words and phrases in 
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ordinary use. 12,000 quotations. 4,000 
pictorial illustrations. Ed. by H. G. 
Emery and K. G. Brewster; revision 
ed., Catherine B. Avery; with supple- 
ments of synonyms and antonyms, 
foreign words and phrases, biographi- 
cal names, geographical names, etc. 
2v. New York, Appleton-Century- 
Crofts, Inc. [c1952; by D. Appleton- 
Century Co., c1933-48; by The Cen- 
tury Co., c1927-31]. 2820p. illus. 28cm, 
fabrikoid $25; to schools and librar- 
ies, 40 per cent discount. 


This work was first published in a 
three-volume edition in 1927. Reprinted 
in 1929, it appeared in 1931 as a two- 
volume set, reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin for January 1933. 
As quoted in that review, a note to the 
two-volume work stated: “In this edi- 
tion .. . there are incorporated a num- 
ber of minor corrections and altera- 
tions, and of additions of various kinds 
intended to keep the work abreast of 
the times. Otherwise the material is the 
same, without abridgement, as that in 
the three-volume edition in which the 
work first appeared.” Nine subsequent 
printings, dating from 1933 to 1948, in- 
corporated similar changes. Those pub- 
lished in 1933 and 1938 were the sub- 
ject of brief notes in the Bulletin for 
October 1934 and January 1939. 

As the Preface, reprinted from the 
1927 edition, states, The New Century 
Dictionary is based on the original ten- 
volume Century Dictionary. It is not 
a revision of it but rather a much small- 
er work with a smaller vocabulary, 
new definitions, and a different selec- 
tion of illustrative quotations. Except 
for the addition of the revision editor, 
Catherine B. Avery, the title page for 
the 1952 edition is the same as in 1927. 
The original paging is used except in 
the Geographical Names section which 


has been rewritten and enlarged from 
ninety to one hundred seventeen pages. 

There is no statement in the prefa- 
tory material as to the number of en- 
tries in New Century, but a count of 
those on fifty pages of the 1952 edition 
shows an average of fifty-eight per 
page, indicating approximately 162,000 
in the main body of the work. The pub- 
lishers state that several hundred new 
words have been added in the present 
edition. 

In a spot check many recent scien- 
tific and technical terms were found, for 
example: neomycin, cortisone, psycho- 
somatic, plutonium, cyclotron, ultrason- 
ics. Coverage in fields such as medi- 
cine, nuclear physics, and aviation ap- 
pears to be reasonably satisfactory and 
up to date. Some combinations of new 
words and recent colloquial and slang 
terms have also been included, as, 
for example, thruway and airlift, and 
hedgehop, be-bop, and Diziecrat. 

In a comparison of boldface entries 
appearing on one hundred pages in 
the 1952 work with corresponding 
pages in that of 1929, twenty-seven 
were found to be new (e.g.: technoc- 
racy, telegenic, estrogen, electron volt), 
but eight of these were also found in 
the 1940 edition. Three appearing in 
the 1929 work were omitted from the 
1952 (electrophone, tea-things, and tec, 
the latter two also being omitted in 
1940). Two entries (television, appear- 
ing in 1940, and thermos) have been 
added to or revised in the present edi- 
tion. 

New entries have been accommo- 
dated, not only by deleting some that 
appeared in earlier editions, but also 
by rearranging material within indi- 
vidual pages, shortening and tighten- 
ing definitions, and by omitting some 
illustrative quotations and examples. 
Although some definitions, such as that 
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of refrigerator, have been brought up 
to date by means of brief additions, the 
definitions of some new words are com- 
paratively short, as in the case of jeep 
which is defined only as “a small army 
automobile.” Microcard and microfilm 
in New Century are also cases where- 
in, for clarity, the inclusion of a de- 
scription of process and use would be 
desirable. 

The title page of the present work 
indicates the inclusion of 12,000 illus- 
trative quotations, the same number as 
in previous editions. Although some 
which appeared in earlier editions have 
been dropped and no new ones were 
found in the course of a search for new 
words and a comparison of over one 
hundred pages in the 1929 and 1952 
editions, they continue to be a valuable 
feature of the dictionary. 

One of the eleven color plates, that 
devoted to national flags, has been re- 
designed and brought up to date to in- 
clude such recent flags as that of Israel. 
The text illustrations show little evi- 
dence of revision since the original pub- 
lication. Comparison of those appearing 
in the M section of the alphabet in the 
1929 and 1952 publications reveals no 
change. Few illustrations have been in- 
cluded for recent inventions and de- 
velopments. There are none, for exam- 
ple, accompanying the entries radio, 
television, automobile, or aeroplane; 
the illustration for refrigerator is that 
of an out-moded “ice-box.” The line 
drawings of botanical species are satis- 
factory but, perhaps as a result of pro- 
longed use of the plates, those of ani- 
mals, architectural details, and classi- 
cal figures of mythology are in many 
cases blurred, dark, or muddy. 

This edition continues the many sup- 
plements at the end of volume 2: 
Synonyms, Antonyms and Discrimina- 
tions (155 pages); Abbreviations in 


Common Use (15 pages); Business 
Terms (8 pages); Foreign Words, 
Phrases, etc. (43 pages); Proper Names 
Exclusive of Biography and Geography 
(127 pages); Biographical Names (100 
pages); Geographical Names (117 pages 
including 9 giving population figures 
from the 1950 U.S. Census); and Ta- 
bles of Measures, Weights, etc. (4 
pages). In the main, the supplements 
show the general revision pattern, with 
additions and corrections as necessary 
to bring the material up to date. 

An alphabetical list of seventy-one 
abbreviations for U.S. Federal Agen- 
cies, etc. (including some international 
organizations) has been added at the 
end of the section on Abbreviations in 
Common Use. It includes forty-one 
(60 per cent) of the sixty-eight ab- 
breviations which appear in each of 
three similar published lists (U.S. Gov- 
ernment Organization Manual, 1951-52, 
p.544; The Economic Almanac, 1951-52, 
p.623-24; and “Washington Alphabet” 
in U.S. News and World Report, Oc- 
tober 12, 1951, p.26-27). Two notable 
omissions in the Abbreviations section 
are NATO and UN(O), although 
UNESCO is included. 

On the basis of spot comparisons, the 
section on Business Terms does not ap- 
pear to have been revised since 1929. 
Parity price, price ceiling, termination 
clause, and group insurance are ex- 
amples of current terminology omitted. 

Minor additions and deletions have 
been made in the Proper Names sec- 
tion, the number of entries remaining 
approximately the same. For example, 
the insertion of Glass Menagerie has 
been accompanied by deletion of 
Glimpses of the Moon. Additions and 
corrections seem to have been consist- 
ently carried out also in the section on 
Biographical Names which contains a 
good representation of well-known fig- 
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ures of historical and contemporary in- 
terest. The deaths of Ernest Bevin, 
André Gide, and Charles Gates Dawes 
in 1951 are indicated; those of Henri 
Pétain and Arnold Schénberg in the 
same year are omitted. Necrology 
through 1950 is well covered. 

The broadest revision in the 1952 
edition of The New Century Diction- 
ary occurs in the Geographical Names 
section which has been significantly re- 
written and enlarged. The treatment of 
entries remains the same with the usual 
gazetteer information being given: pro- 
nunciation, location, area, population, 
altitudes of mountains, lensths of riv- 
ers, etc. Longitude and latitude are also 
included in each entry. 

With approximately 7800 boldface 
entries, this section is not a substitute 
for the gazetteer in a large unabridged 
dictionary such as Webster’s New In- 
ternational which presents an estimat- 
ed 20-25,000. However, by virtue of 
its inclusion of longitude and latitude, 
some further detail, and a significant 
number of references from the vari- 
ants of names (e.g.: Gand, see Ghent; 
Gardinas, see Grodno; Gdansk, see 
Danzig), its usefulness is greater than 
might be expected. 

The section has been expanded by 
some 1500 entries since the 1929 edi- 
tion. The additional entries are ac- 
counted for primarily by increases in 
the population of some places, as in 
the case of Coronado (California), and 
by the news significance of others such 
as Gezira, Gorki, and Gujarat. Cog- 
nizance of changes in names and in 
status or affiliation has been taken con- 
sistently both in the boldface main en- 
tries and in descriptive statements. 
Changes in the population figures for 
places in the United States indicate 
that these have been revised to the 
nearest thousand according to the 1950 


Census. Although this is not directly 
stated in regard to material in the main 
part of the section, the figures used in 
the tables at the end of it are so identi- 
fied. Figures for the population of for- 
eign places have also been revised, but 
there is no indication as to the date or 
source of the new information. In seven 
out of ten cases checked it approxi- 
mated data in issues of Statesman’s 
Yearbook from 1948 to 1952. In a few 
instances changes, apparently for cor- 
rection purposes, have also been made 
in non-demographic data. Revised fig- 
ures on the length of George Lake, 
Gallipoli Peninsula, and Tennessee Riv- 
er, for example, approximate those in 
The Columbia-Lippincott Gazetteer. 

Bound in red fabrikoid, with lettering 
in gold, the two volumes again pre- 
sent an attractive and durable format. 
Printed in eight-point type, in two 
columns with adequate margins, pages 
are easily read despite the fact that 
there are some instances of blurring 
and others where the type appears to 
be worn. 

The New Century Dictionary cannot 
be considered a substitute for such un- 
abridged works as Webster’s New In- 
ternational Dictionary or Funk & Wag- 
nalls New Standard Dictionary; its size 
and price preclude its consideration as 
a substitute or replacement for stand- 
ard desk dictionaries. The 1952 edition, 
however, continues to include many il- 
lustrative quotations, a feature of the 
work which has in the past been valu- 
able to school and college libraries. 
The New Century Dictionary, 1952 edi- 
tion, is recommended as an abridged 
dictionary for home use and as a sup- 
plement for dictionary collections in 
school, college, and public libraries. 
Revisions accomplished in the 1952 edi- 
tion do not appear sufficient, however, 
to necessitate its purchase by libraries 
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holding 1940 or later editions in good 
repair. 


The World Book Encyclopedia . . . 19v. 
Chicago, Field Enterprises, Inc. 
fe1948-52; by The Quarrie Corp., 
c1938-48; by W. F. Quarrie & Co., 
c1929-31, 1933-37; as The World Book, 
by W. F. Quarrie & Co., c1917-19, 
1921-23, 1925-28]. illus. ports. maps. 
diagrs. 25.5cm. roxite $102 cash; $109 
on time payments. fabrikoid $120 
cash; $129 on time payments. Dis- 
counts for multiple purchases (5 or 
more sets); trade-in allowances. 


The World Book Encyclopedia, de- 
scribed in its Foreword as “a standard 
reference work which may be used and 
enjoyed by young and old alike. . 
useful in the school, home, library, and 
office,” has been reviewed in the Janu- 
ary issues of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin of 1930, 1935, and 1940, and in 
the October issues of 1943 and 1947. 
The World Book Encyclopedia Annual 
Supplement was reviewed in the Bul- 
letin for January 1950. 

J. Morris Jones continues as manag- 
ing editor of the 1952 printing. Major 
articles and many short ones are signed 
with initials. A forty-two-page list in 
volume 1 identifies these contributors 
who, according to a note, have either 
written or verified the articles they 
signed. Many authorities, outstanding 
in their fields, are included, for exam- 
ple: Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd, 
Paul M. Angle, and W. A. Dwiggins. 

Material in the set is clearly and 
factually presented with articles, ap- 
pearing under broad and specific head- 
ings, “written for the age and grade 
level of the readers whose reference 
needs they are designed to meet.”— 
Foreword. As noted in the October 1947 
review, the work is especially geared 
to the upper-elementary- and _ high- 


school level but many articles will also 
interest adults. Articles on controver- 
sial subjects (e.g.: Congress of Indus- 
trial Organizations; Labor Unions; Lew- 
is, John L.; New Deal; and Tennessee 
Valley Authority) are treated factual- 
ly and objectively, divergent viewpoints 
being presented without bias. 

Pronunciation is indicated phonetical- 
ly for the unusual and more difficult 
entries, and some geographical articles, 
presenting unfamiliar words, are ac- 
companied by pronunciation guides. 
Many of the major articles are followed 
by lists of questions based upon the 
text and some also by bibliographies, 
frequently graded for “very young,” 
“young,” and “older readers.” Random 
checking revealed some bibliographies 
which have been revised to include 
1950 and 1951 publications, for exam- 
ple that following the article Conser- 
vation, but in examination of eleven 
bibliographies in volume 1 only that 
on Arizona was found to include any 
later than 1948. Graphic materials, ex- 
plaining and interpreting the text, are 
plentiful and include reproductions 
of paintings, photographs, charts, dia- 
grams, sketches, and maps. 

Articles are arranged in one alpha- 
bet, letter by letter. There is no index 
to the set, the publishers stating in the 
Foreword that the “extensive system 
of cross references in the body of the 
work, in regular alphabetical order, 
renders a separate index unnecessary.” 
See references, some added since 1947, 
occur as main entries and within the 
text of some articles; see also refer- 
ences, within articles and at their close. 
With rare exception, they are accurate 
and used to good purpose. Lists of “Re- 
lated Subjects,” directing the reader to 
other more specific phases of the sub- 
ject, are also provided at the end of 
major articles. 
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Volume 19, The Reading and Study 
Guide, intended as an aid to study and 
a handbook for teachers, classifies the 
information in the encyclopedia into 
forty-four major areas of knowledge 
and refers to it by accurate citation of 
the letter of the volume and number 
of the page where it appears. Accord- 
ing to the publishers, the working plan 
of each classification has been checked 
with school courses of study by school 
librarians and curriculum experts. Al- 
though the Guide has undergone some 
rearrangement since 1947, the 1952 
printing retains the features introduced 
at that time: the alphabetical list of 
famous paintings and painters, and of 
organizations by subject and name with 
headquarters addresses shown under 
the latter; the Biography section, list- 
ing persons alphabetically by name un- 
der professional or subject field cate- 
gories many of which are further sub- 
divided by nationality; and the desig- 
nation by asterisk of authors who have 
written for children. 

The publishers of World Book have 
informed the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee that, due to their continuous 
revision program, “more than 6000 
pages are being printed from new plates 
made since the first 1947 printing.” 
The number of volumes in the set 
(eighteen and The Reading and Study 
Guide) is the same, however, as are 
the numbered pages in each volume, 
since, where additional material has 
required revised pagination, it has been 
accommodated in supplementary let- 
tered pages, e.g., 1692a, b, c, and d. 

In promotional literature the pub- 
lishers call particular attention to the 
fact that the 1952 printing includes a 
new thirty-two-page article World, by 
Dr. George T. Renner, Professor of 
Geography at Teachers College, Co- 
lumbia University. The -article is or- 


ganized under subdivisions, such as 
“The World as the Home of Man,” 
“How Man Has Learned to Use His 
World,” “The Peoples of the World,” 
and “The World’s Age-Old Problems,” 
and is accompanied by many diagram- 
matic illustrations and a double-page 
map. Attention is also called to the 
article Conservation, expanded from six 
to ten pages and completely rewritten 
for the 1952 set by Dr. Paul B. Sears, 
Chairman of the Conservation Depart. 
ment at Yale. 

To further ascertain the extent and 
nature of revision, volumes 1 (A), 4 
(D), and 10 (K-L) in the 1947 printing, 
and the first two hundred pages in 
volumes 2 (B), 12 (N-O), and 17 
(U-V) in the 1950 printing were com. 
pared with the 1952 set. These samples 
indicated that new material on recent 
developments of general interest, in 
science, national and international af- 
fairs, etc., has been included in the 
1952 printing by several means. 

The comparison with samples from 
the 1947 printing, for example, revealed 
the presence of some completely new 
articles, e.g.: Armed Forces Day; Army, 
Department of; Defense, Department of; 
Atomic Energy Commission. Among 
other changes noted are those occurring 
in the articles Atom, Atomic Bomb, 
and Atomic Energy which have been 
largely rewritten and include new dia- 
grammatic material; in Army, partially 
rewritten in the light of changes in 
organization, pay-rates, and training 
schools and including an expanded list 
of Related Subjects; and in Artificial 
Respiration which has been rewritten 
and reillustrated to describe and show 
the new method adopted by the Ameri- 
can Red Cross in 1951. Paragraphs con- 
cerning recent changes and events 
have been added in some articles, for 
example: a section on supersonic speed 
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in Airplane; in Argentina, information 
on Peron’s government; in Austria, an 
account of the Austrian provisional gov- 
ernment; information on the 1948 elec- 
tion under Democratic Party; and on 
the Taft-Hartley Act under Labor Un- 
ions, Statistics through 1950 on busi- 
ness activity, employment of women, 
, and union membership are reflected in 
revised charts, accompanying such ar- 
ticles as Depression, Labor, and Labor 
Unions. 

Similar changes were noted in the 
comparison with samples in the 1950 
printing. For example, the article Ba- 
den has been rewritten in the light of 
the section’s division into two parts 
after World War II; the founding of 
the Republic of Indonesia is mentioned 
in the rewritten and much abridged 
article Netherlands Indies and a see 
also reference has been provided to 
the new article Indonesia, Republic of. 
The latter includes most of the ma- 
terial from the 1950 article Nether- 
lands Indies and additional new data. 
Recent developments such as the crisis 
in Korea and the trouble between In- 
dia and Pakistan over Kashmir are re- 
flected in the article United Nations. 
Uranium ‘is somewhat rewritten and 
includes additional ores in which ura- 
nium is found and places where there 
are deposits. A new paragraph on blood 
banks has been added to the article 
Blood and in the list of its related 
subjects there are new entries for 
William Osler and Michael Servetus. 
The list of Newbery awards has been 
brought up to date through 1951; the 
deaths of Ernest Bevin and Arthur 
Vandenberg in 1951 are indicated in 
their biographies; and population fig- 
ures from the 1950 Census are indi- 
cated for places in the United States. 

In some instances revisions have not 
been carried out consistently. For ex- 


ample, although General Matthew B. 
Ridgway is mentioned as the successor 
to General MacArthur in the articles 
on President Truman and the United 
States, neither general is mentioned in 
the article on Korea and there is no 
biographical entry for Ridgway. Under 
United States and Truman, Paul Hoff- 
man is named as first administrator of 
E.C.A. with no mention of his resigna- 
tion in 1950, although he is named as 
president of the Ford Foundation in 
1950 in the article on the Foundation. 
(There are no entries for Hoffman, 
Economic Cooperation Administration, 
or European Recovery Program.) The 
final paragraph of the article on Great 
Britain mentions the death of George 
VI on February 6, 1952, and the ac- 
cession to the throne by Elizabeth II. 
However, the biography of George VI 
(in the same volume) omits any ref- 
erence to his death and the biography 
of Elizabeth II, which appears under 
the heading Elizabeth, Princess, does 
not mention that she has ascended the 
throne. The article Nehru states that 
he is Prime Minister of the Dominion 
of India, but no mention is made of 
this in the article India. 

Checking random data in the 1952 
World Book against that in the 1952 
World Almanac, the mileage of air- 
lines and railroads in the U.S.S.R. is 
found to agree. On the other hand, 
while World Book’s article on Russia 
cites 1950 figures for universities and 
colleges and the World Almanac cites 
them as of 1946, World Book’s figure 
for negro population in the United 
States is the same as in the 1947 print- 
ing (undated, but in accordance with 
the 1940 Census) and the Almanac’s 
agrees with the 1950 Census. 

The World Book Encyclopedia has 
been noted for the quality of its illus- 
trative material. Many new illustra- 
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tions, equally graphic and informative 
and continuing the same high calibre 
color reproduction, have been added or 
substituted since the 1947 printing. 
Among examples are the new illustra- 
tions accompanying the articles Blood, 
Brain, Navy, Pyramid, and World in 
the 1952 set. 

Possibly the most extensive change 
from both the 1947 and 1950 printings 
occurs in the new 384-page series of 
Rand McNally maps, map indexes, and 
map statistics which, accompanying the 
articles they illustrate, appear through- 
out the set. Printed in six colors and 
using various projections, the maps, 
most of them double-page spreads, are 
both political and physical-political and 
show political divisions and topographi- 
cal details with excellent clarity and 
place names with remarkable legibili- 
ty. As the publishers point out, this 
series extends by twenty-eight pages 
that in the previous printing. The Com- 
mittee’s review of the 1947 set noted 
its lack of color maps for countries of 
South America. The new series in the 
1952 printing includes color maps pre- 
senting these countries separately or 
in combination with their neighbors. 

The format of the 1952 printing is 
excellent. The volumes are attractively 
bound and easily handled; the text 
printed clearly on an opaque paper of 
good quality, lighter weight in the 
larger volumes than in the thin ones. 

Characterized by broad coverage, in- 
formation that is easy to use, generally 
up to date and accurate, and accom- 
panied by adequate and valuable illus- 
trative materials, the 1952 printing of 
The World Book Encyclopedia is rec- 
ommended as a children’s and young 
people’s encyclopedia for home use and 
public and school libraries, and as a 
popular elementary encyclopedia for 
adult purposes. Revisions accomplished 


since 1947 indicate that libraries ho]d- 
ing 1947 or earlier printings will find 
the 1952 printing a useful replacement. 
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IMPORTANT CHANGE 


TT? blanket authority previously 
given to publishers to reprint 
in full Subscription Books Bulletin 
reviews of their own publications is 
now withdrawn. Permission to quote 
any review in full or in part must 
be obtained from the American Li- 


brary Association. Permission to 
quote a review in full will be grant- 
ed only to the publisher of the work 
reviewed. Publishers of books or 
sets recommended herein, wishing 
to refer to the Subscription Books 
Committee’s appraisal of their work, 
should avoid such statements as 
“Recommended (or endorsed) by the 
A.L.A.” Such a statement falsely 
implies action on the part of the 
Association, 
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